
ETHICAL CULTURAL PROTOCOLS
Don’t be a tourist – be an explorer

We have a list of responsibilities we encourage our guests to adhere to.  These suggestions are based on
ethical responsibilities and respect of the local population.

1)  Please do not take close-range photographs of anyone, unless you have asked permission.  Often,
even if the person offers permission, they will look away from the camera.  This especially applies to
indigenous peoples, and on the evening of Noche de Muertos.  Please refrain from using your flash in

the cemeteries at night.

2)  Cultural Appropriation is a major concern during Dia de Muertos.  Please be mindful of your
clothing.  It is complimentary to wear hand embroidered clothing from Mexico, but disrespectful to
dress in traditional clothing as though you are wearing a costume.  If you have any concerns, please

contact us.

3)  Make-up artists are happy to paint your face on the day of Dia de Muertos, but we ask our guests to
refrain from participating in this.  Indigenous peoples are now allowing their young children to dress up
during Noche de Muertos, but the adults and elders are not seen at the cemeteries in Catrina face during
Muertos. We prefer to take our instruction from those who are the hosts and guardians of this tradition.

We are hosting a Catrina Party in Morelia, so guests will have a chance to dress up in Catrina Costume.
Local artist Topacio Tapia is happy to transform everyone for our Fiesta.

4)  During our cemetery tour, please move slowly through the cemeteries.  You may not see every
grave, but the rushing crowds are a deterrent for the locals who are there to observe this celebration.

Local families will gather around the graves, making the pathways quite crowded and sometimes
difficult to pass easily.

5)  Please do not ask artists to lower their prices.  If you feel that something is too expensive, it’s better
to walk away.  The artists know the value of their own work, and fetch various prices depending on the

quality of their work and/or reputation.

6)  Tip Tip Tip!  YES – it is customary here.  When you do not tip, those in service believe they have
done something wrong.  Tipping in restaurants and bars is generally between 15-20%, depending on the
service you receive.  For housekeeping, hotel tips are between 40-50 pesos per night.  If you are staying
at a B&B, please also factor in a tip for the food service.  We recommend leaving your room tip daily,

as the staff may be on rotation. 

7)  Eat the local food – and make new friends.  Food is intrinsic to the culture of Mexico – and sharing
food is about friendship and communal responsibility.  Unless you’re deathly allergic to something, do

not refrain from trying something new, especially if a local has offered it to you.



8)  Do not speak or ask questions about the cartels or violent crime.  Violence that riddles Mexico and
permeated society is tragic.  Please leave this subject alone, as it is incredibly invasive and sensitive for

those who are enduring this reality.

9)  If it’s yellow, let it mellow!  Mexico is enduring a water crisis, so please put your toilet paper in the
garbage can and do not flush your pee!

10)  Carry a refillable water bottle and coffee mug.  Being on the road means stopping at coffee shops
and convenience stores, and this produces a lot of garbage.  We can each do our own part by carrying
our own vessels to refill.  We will have miniature dish soaps available for each guest, so you can wash

your coffee mug.  We carry refillable water garaffons to avoid an excess of plastic bottles.

We have handmade copper water bottles from Santa Clara del Cobre for sale.  Please order ahead of
time if you would like one.

11)  Please be 10-15 mins early each day, so we can load the van and depart on time.  We ask guests to
respect the schedule out of respect for other guests.  Remaining flexible means everyone will have a

better time.

12)  Tours will never go exactly as planned.  Lots of obstacles can happen, such as flat tires or car
issues, traffic jams, random closures and general mishaps.  We encourage guests to remain patient in

the event of an emergency.

Is something missing? Please let us know – we are happy to keep adding to this page!


